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their ancestors of a bygone age, in so far as they have lost
all feeling for the land of the Patriarchs, and they exult in the
exclamation, *u Notre Zion c'est la France/5 ignoring completely the
old doctrine of a restoration to Palestine. Nor in this respect do
they differ much from modern Jews in general, who live, at ease
and are in the enjoyment of equal rights of citizenship.'" Just as
the Church in the times of itg tribulation consoled itself in the
belief of the doctrine of the Millennium, so the Synagogue during
its dreary centuries of persecution, found comfort in the hope of a
restoration to the Holy Land, which was to become a great and
glorious kingdom. But just as the majority of Christians suffered
the doctrine of the Millennium to recede into the background, when
the Church became dominant, so Jews, for the most part, have
dealt in modern times with the old teaching of a restoration to
Zion.

France may well take credit to itself for having been the
first Christian State of Europe that fully carried into effect the
principle of liberty of conscience. In 1789 it proclaimed complete
emancipation to all its Jewish subjects, and they have repaid the
debt by a passionate devotion to all its national interests. The
French Jews have won a foremost place in the Senate, at the Bar,
as well as in literature, science, and art, and some of them have
attained to eminence as rfrembers of the government.

Out of the nine millions of Jews spread over the surface of the
globe, more than four and half millions are to be found in Eussia,
Eussian Poland, the States of Barbary, Morocco, and Eoumania,
where their treatment is a scandal to the civilization of the age.
They have no political rights, and they are not even considered
within the protection of the law. They are subjected to an
exceptional system of government, which grinds them down to
heartless and galling exactions.

In all other Continental States, as well as in America and the
British Colonies, Jews follow the same pursuits, and exhibit the
same national character, for good or evil, as their fellows of other
creeds. Despite the tenacity of habit, superinduced by centuries
of persecution, the effects of which are not thrown off in a few
generations, the Jews are powerfully represented in art, in pure
and applied science, in Belles Lettres and polite literature, in each '
of which branches every European country derives a portion of
its renown from their activity and labour. A peasantry cannot
be improvised out of a race which ever since the overthrow of their
political nationality have rarely been permitted to handle a plough
or to plant a vine. There is nothing, however, incompatible with
the qualifications needful for husbandry in the character of a people
who, in the palmy days of their political existence, were almost